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the house. She gradually sank, and died on the 9th No-
vember.
At the autopsy, the supra-renal capsules were found to be

extensively diseased ; in neither was there any trace of their
original healthy structure, but the microscope showed them to
consist of scrofulous material. The weight of one capsule was
five drachms and two grains, whilst that of the other was
two drachms and six grains. On examining the spinal cord, a
small tumour was discovered upon its posterior aspect in the
lumbar region, springing from the iuterior of the cord itself.
There was an enlargement of the latter higher up, but no fur-
ther tumour. The melasma was more marked over the face
and arms than elsewhere, and this had been noticed by the
patient’s friends before death. The brain and other organs
were healthy.
The case may be looked upon as a true example of Addison’s

disease, with the accidental complication, if we may so call it,
of tumour and enlargement of the spinal marrow, which it is fair
to assume gave rise to the nervous symptoms resembling chorea.
Excluding the spinal disease, no other change was noticed
after death to explain the melasma but the diseased condition
of the supra-renal capsules.

ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL.

ADDISON’S DISEASE OF THE SUPRA-RENAL CAPSULES;
FATAL RESULT.

(Under the care of Dr. BARKER.)

DiFFKRtNS from the preceding case, the melasma in the
following example was in some parts of the body so extreme
as to simulate the colour of the skin of a moderately dark
negro. The specimen of it selected for illustration by Dr.
Montgomery before the Pathological Society, seemed a very
dark brown, approaching to black. Beyond some slight depo-
sit of tubercle in the apices of both lungs, no parts were
found affected but the supra-renal capsules, the case thus con-
stituting a true example of Addison’s disease.
The patient was a boy of fourteen years, who was admitted

the middle of October in an emaciated condition, with his

general health much out of order. It was learnt that the
melasma appeared four months before his entrance into the
hospital, previous to which time it was asserted that he had
enjoyed excellent health. Pain in the right hypochondriac
and umbilical regions was a prominent feature. The parts
chiefly affected with melasma were the abdomen and loins,
and inner side of both thighs. Generous diet, steel, and other
means, were unavailingly employed, and a fatal result ensued
after a stay in the hospital of about five days.
At the autopsy, with the exception of some deposit of tuber-

cle at the apices of both lungs, the supra-renal capsules were
the only parts found diseased. They were transformed into
tuberculous matter, mixed with calcareous particles, and of
their normal dimensions.
What may be looked upon as remarkable in this case, is

the circumstance of the disease tunning its course, in a mere
lad, in the very short space of four months and a half, pre-
vious to which the patient had been in very good health.
Usually, Addison’s disease extends over a much longer period
of time.

CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL.
THE POTASSIO-TARTRATE OF IRON IN RHEUMATISM.

Under the care of Dr. WILLSHIRE.)
RHEUMATISM is one of those affections which at times resist

all the ordinary modes of treatment in use, though occasionally
it will readily yield to a remedy not commonly employed in that
affection. This result we have observed in a case under Dr.
Willshire’s care, in the person of a, somewhat pallid girl,
Frances S-, aged twenty years, who was admitted on the
26th November last, with rheumatism of an erratic character,
the pains flying about, as it were, to various parts of the body.
To this she had been subject for the last three years, and
nothing seemed to produce any marked improvement ; she
was, therefore, ordered a mixture containing the potassio-
tartrate of iron, which has produced a decidedly beneficial
effect in a short period of time, the pains having become
gradually diminished, but not as yet wholly gone, and her
health is better. Although pale, she has always menstruated
with great regularity. In obstinate and suitable cases, this
excellent preparation of iron should be borne in mind.
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DR. COCKLE read a paper
ON SOME POINTS CONNECTED WITH THE PAST AND PRESENT

HISTORY OF DIABETES, AND ON A LESS COMMON
FORM OF DEATH IN THIS DISEASE.

The pathology of diabetes, the author observed, is still in-
volved in great obscurity, notwithstanding all that has been
written and all the striking experiments that have been per-
formed having a direct or an indirect bearing on the subject.
Experimental physiology, indeed, has as yet only partially
cleared the way, and is not sufficiently advanced for us to base
our treatment on it. It is even doubtful whether any genuine
advance, in reference to the immediate cause of the disease, has
been made since ancient times. Celsus, Galen, Aret&aelig;us, and
the other ancient physicians, were not, indeed, aware of the
presence of sugar in the urine in diabetes; but they were
clinically conversant with a disease characterized by melting
down of the solids, great thirst, and flow of urine; and their
descriptions, Dr. Cockle argued, could be applied to no other
disease than to mellitic or ureous diabetes. He specially noted,
as a point of coincidence between ancient and modern views of
the action of the liver, that, twelve hundred years ago, Alex-
ander Trallianus advanced the same explanation of the thirst
in diabetes as has been put forth by Bernard-that the liver
acquires an increased temperature, and dries, as it were, the.
intestine. 

-

Dr. Cockle then proceeded to notice the theories of the

origin of sugar in diabetes, especially in reference to the doe-
trines of Claude Bernard. Primary disease of the brain in the
neighbourhood of the fourth ventricle is to be regarded rather
as the exception than as the rule; and, indeed, Bernard and
Schiff have shown that irritation of various portions of the
nervous centres will produce sugar in the urine. Moreover,
the cerebral functions are, generally speaking, intact in dia-
betes. The liver does not undergo any constant change of
volume or of structure; and this, Dr. Cockle thought, might
possibly arise from the fact that this organ, in diabetes, only
acts on an element natural to it. The kidneys are, as a rule,
found healthy; and the congestion and hypertrophy of these
organs sometimes met with are to be looked on as effects rather
than as causes of the diabetic condition. But tubercle of the
lungs, or intercurrent pneumonia, is an almost uniform sequence
of diabetes, happening in at least three-fourths of the cases.
There must here be some causal connexion, and this is a point
of great importance with regard to any hepatic theory of the
disease.

After a further series of interesting remarks on the etiology
of diabetes, Dr. Cockle said it appeared to him that, in the
present state of science, we are scarcely warranted in doing
more than endorse the opinion of Cullen and Prout, that dia-
betes is a peculiar disorder of the assimilative functions, which
may entail, but is not necessarily preceded by. any appreciable
and constant organic lesion. We have still to learn what is the
precise pitch in the vital chemistry of the body which allows
so large a quantity of sugar to be formed and excreted by the
kidneys. The mere presence of sugar in the urine, in all pro-
bability, no more constitutes the essence of diabetes than the
presence of oxalate of lime constitutes the essence of what we
call oxaluria, or tubercle in the lungs the essence of tuber.
culosis.

’ From a careful analysis of the evidence relating to the patho-
logy of diabetes, Dr. Cockle was led to favour the hypothesis of
a peculiar virus or ferment existing in the blood, and causing
the excessive development of the saccharine element. In nearly
all the theories advanced respecting diabetes, such ferment has
plaved a principal part. Peter Frank supports this view, and
instances the peculiar phenomena (quasi-diabetic) caused by the
bite of the serpent dipsas, and authenticated by all the great
physicians of antiquity. Latham also relates a curious case of
diabetes supervening on the bite of a rat. The theory would

. seem, furthermore, to derive some support from the occurrence
of an epidemic diabetes, reported by au old observer, and quoted

’ by Wunderlich.
To speculate further, and argue that because irritation of

. portions of the nervous or vascular systems causes sugar to pass
in the urine, diabetes is either a cerebral or a mere nervous or


